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Mr. Chairman and committee members, I am Chas Van Genderen, State Parks Administrator of Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks €\\ry). I am here in opposition of House Bill 375.

I am not going to tell you the sky is falling with the fiscal impacts to parks. I am not going to tell
you we cannot survive if this bill passes. According to our agency's estimates, this bill has a
$55,000 fiscal impact annually.

HB375 reduces dedicated user fee revenues that were to come from the general fund and will
have the result of reducing services to recreation users,- safety education and grant programs such
as OHV and Snowmobile. Some of the revenues this bill targets are from registration decals that
in essence are a form of self taxation to develop programs to enhance camping, ATV trails,
snowmobiling and boating. The activities associated with these programs are those that Montana
families build memories around.

This bill could potentially erode the trust recreational users placed in agency and elected officials
when they supported self taxation for programs they believe in and benefit from. I don't think
that is how we want to be perceived.

Please vote no on HB375.


